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REPORT 


_ OF THE 


SELECTMEN OF CROYDON 


For the year ending March 1866, 


DISBURSEMENTS. 


PAID FOR, SUPPORT OF SCHOOLS. °. , 
District No. 1.. Henry C. Bartlett, $58.95. 
" “« 2. John Harding, 178.89 
q 43, Martin Q, Bartlett, 81.45 
$ “ 4. Sylvester Rowell, . 45.34 
© ities, Cyrus K. Betgher, 56.30 
i “ 6. George W. Dunbar, | 35.45 
«  & 7, Alfred Ward, ; 10.81 
“'{9.: Benja F. Dame, Me 11.85 
A “. 10. Elias Pow ers, 14.05 
$490.07 
Paid State Tax, 1,530.00 
County ‘Tax, 473.03 
———— $2,003.03 
Paid I. P. Fowler, plank, $11.20 
Sylvester Rowell, plank, 2.85 
Kimball! Loverin, for plank, 1.50 
Otis Cooper, for plank, 2.26 
Reuben Cooper, for plank, ae LOO 
John Hurd, for plank, 2.50 
Kimball D. Barton, for plank, 3.44. 
Ruel Durkee, for plank, 9.560 
William W, Hall, for plank, 1.50 
John C. Loverin, for repairing road,. 16.00 » 
Simeon Smith, for damage on the road, 2.00 - 


John Putnam, for damage sustained by reason 
of a defect in the highway near the school 
house on Croydon Flat, January, 1864, 25.00 


John Cooper, for tolling bell, 0 
Washington Stockwell, for repairing cate 

groung wall and gate near his house, 15.00 
Warr en “E. Kempton, for repairing. burying 

ground wall, near John Putnam’s house, 15.33 
For gate for burying ground, 1.00 
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Gilmore & Nourse, for coflin for Samuel East- 
man, 

Hollis Hersey, for plank, and repairing bridge, 
1864, 

William W. Hall, for guide boards, 

Alfred Cutting for plank, 

Daniel R. Hall, for getting weights and meas- 
ures sealed, 

For robe for S. Eastman, 


Paid B. F. Haven, for coffin for Mrs. Lane, 
Hollis Hersey, opening 3 graves 1864, 
Amos Kidder opening 2 erayes, 
William Darling, “ 2 
Gilmore & Nourse, opening 1 grave, 


Cyrus K. Fletcher, “ 
Hiram P. Kempton, “. 


Wesley Kempton, AED see 
Marsnal Putnam, “g 77M os 
John Harding, y 2 cts 
2 
I 


9.00 


2.88 
4.00 
93 


5.21 
4.00 


$8.00 
6.00 
4.00 
2.50 
1.00 
3.00 
4.00 
2.00 
3.00 
1.50 


PAID FOR SUPPORT OF PAUPERS. 


Paid John C. Crooker, for support of W. S. Car- 
roll, from April 1st, 1865, to April 1st, 1866, 

For clothing for W. S. Carroll, 

Nathaniel Nelson, for keeping G. G. Carroll, 
in 1864, 

Rufus Baker, for support of Samuel Eastman, 

James Eastman, for support of Samuel Kast- 

man, 

Nathaniel P. Steven3, keeping Mrs. Hyde, one 
year, 

Henry E. Warren, keeping Darius Hall, one 
year, 

David Harding, for keeping Lydia Harding, 
one year, 

Betsey J. Angell, for keeping Rebecca Pow- 
ers, from March 2Ist, to December 1st, 
1869, 

Harriet Loverin, for keeping Rebecca Powers, 
from December Ist, 1865, to March 2Ist, 
1866, 

Alanson C. Barton, for keeping Charles Day, 
one year, 

For clothing for Charles Day, 

For clothing for Lydia Harding, 


65,00 


15.00 


26.00 
45.00 


6.58 
65.00 
50.00 
91.00 


72.85 


30.29 


156.00 


6.17 
17.08 


148.68 


30.00 


rm 
8 


Sophrona Stockwell, supporting Ellen Stock- 


well, 30.00 
For clothing for Darius Hall, ’ 6.77 
For mending shoes for Rebecca Powers, 03 


For the support of Asenath Beers, in 1864, 
over and above what was received from the 


town of Bridgwater, 48.15 
Ira Sanborn, for the support of Henry Rich- 
ardson, 89.14 
For clothing for Henry Richardson, 4.50 
Francis Cutting, for support of Joel Chase, 20.00 
For medicine for Joel Chase, 00 
Joel Ferry, for support of Mary Kennerson, 
one year, 88.85 
For clothing for Mary Kennerson, 19.24 
Williams Barton, for supporting Charlotte 
Perry. 63.00 
Samuel Chase, for supporting Livera Chase, 
one year, 52.00 
Caleb Putnam, for the support of Abagail 
Chase, one year, 52.00 
Por clothing for Abagail Chase, 13.40 
Lemuel P. Cooper, tor supporting Lucretia 
Powers, 21.25 
Abial Lane, for the support of Mariam Butman, 55.00 
For clothing for M. Butman, 2.00 
Abial Lane, for the support of Mary Lane, 26.31 
For medicine for M. Lane, 3.78 
Mary Lane, for taking care of her mother in 
last sickness, 2.00 
L. P. Cooper, for the supportof Jenny Katter- 
son, 1 year, 26.00 
S. P. Whitney, for the support of Mary Pollard, 9.00 
| —$1,279.41 
Paid D. D. Marsh, for doctoring Joel Chase, $1.00 
D. D. Marsh, for doctoring Mariam Butman, | 7.00 
D. D. Marsh, for doctoring Mary Lane, ° 2.00 


Williams Barton, for doctoring Charlotte Perry, 12.00 
Williams Barton, for doctoring Mary Kenner- 


S01), 33.53 
Williams Barton, for doctoring Lucretia Pow- 
ers, 3.90 


Williams Barton, for doctoring Lydia Harding, 9.75 
‘Thomas Sanborn, for visit and reducing Herd 
nia tor C. Day, 1864, 5.00. 
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ABATEMENT OF TAXES. 


i 


Baxter Barton, assessed in 1866, 28 
Abijah Powers, “ he nap SO) 8.94 
C R. Kennison, “79%, & 3.94 
William Bartlett, “ es rk 3.94 
Chesier Walker, “ st 3.18 
Alfred Ward, 4 ett d 5.00 
——— $20.38 
Paid Ruel Darkee, journey and expenses to Holder- 
ness, in the Baxter Barton case, ‘12.00 
Rufus P. Clagget. for serving pauper notice on - 
Springfield in the Richardson case, » ofA 
Moses; Whipple, note and interest, 1448.36 
Leroy. Forehand, note and interest, 210.00 
Daniel L. Powers, interest on note, 18.00 
Adam Rand, interest on note, 18.00 
Reuben Cooper, mote and interest, 676.50 
Worthen Hail, interest on notes, 159.90 
Chas, S. Pane idge, interest. on notes, LB, i549 
Caleb L. Barton, interest on note, 48,00 
David Shermen, interest on, notes, 07.00 
David Sherman, on note, 400.00 
Daniel Ide, interest on note, 45.00 
Hial Flanders, interest on note, 6.00 
Pliny, Hall, interest on notes, Dold 
Pliny; Hall, on note, 200.00 
John Blanchard, note and interest, 211.53 
Loyd D. Forehand, interest on note, 11.76 
Anthony C. Hardy, interest on note, 10.50 
James P. Darling, note and interest, 106,70 
Bounty for five soldiers, 1500.00 
Ruel Durkee, for s‘ationery, blanks, postage and 
stamps, 10.00 
For printing this report, 16,00 
State aid, 264.35 
Interest to Ruel Durkee, 50.00 
———-($5558.49 
Ruel Durkee, services as selectman, 35.00 
W. W. Hall, se P PF 25.00 
Elias Powers, “ ef ig 15.00 
D. D. Marsh, ~ “*-“ Town Clerk, 15.00 
L. P. Cooper. “  §.. Committee, 20.00 
©. C. Forehand, “ “ Col. of Taxes,” 25.00. 
a — $185.00 
Total amount pid out, $9744.96 


od 
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The Selectmen have cr edited the Town as follows 
By alist of Taxes assessed. and delivered to the 


Collector, $4393.10 © 
By literary fund, 21.40 © 
Interest on school notes, 61.88 
Savings Bank tax, : d4.01 
Last year’s selectmen, 2205.05 
Rec'd of the State, last year’s State aid, T1R.55 
$7433.99 


Ree’d of the County of Sullivan, for the support of 
the following paupers : 


Joel Chase, $21.50 
Mary Kennerson, 142.09 
Charlotte Perry, 75.00 
Liveria Chase, 50.72 
Abngail Clase, 65.46 
Lucretia Powers, ; 25.15 
Mariam Butman, 64.00 
Mary Lane, 42.56 * 
Jenny Katterson, 25.00 
Mary Pollard, 9.09 
$521.42 
Rec’d of Samuel Sherman, $1871.00 
Hial Fland:rs, 39.00 
Toyd D. Forehand, 25.00 
Edward H. Brown, 300.L0 
$1946.00 
Total amount received, 99:)1.41 
Total amount paid out, 9744.96 
Leaving a balance in the Treasury of $156.56 
The town owe three notes to Wor then Hall, 
| amounting to 2665.00 
The town owe one note to Adam Rand, 
amounting to 300,00 
The town owe one note to Daniel Ide, 
_ amounting to 750.00 
The town owe two notes to Pliny Hall, 
.. amounting to” 700.00 
‘The town owe a note to Loyd D. Forehand, air 
amounting toy» ». ,, 200.00 
The town owe oie nete to Daniel L. Powers, 
amounting to} 300. ‘y ‘ 
The town owé one note to Anthony C. Hardy, bf ahd 
‘amounting to. EPS co ae 
° Nigh i 
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The town owe two notes to David Sherman, 


amounting to 079.69 
‘The town owe one note to Hial Flanders, 

amounting to 450.60 
The town owe one note to Caleb L. Barton, 

amounting to 800.00 
The town owe two notes to Charles §. Partridge, 

ar ounting to 300.00 
The town owe one note to Samuel Sherman, 

amounting to 1271.00 
The town owe one note to Edward UH. Brown, 

amounting to 300.00 

| $8790.69 

Money in the treasury, 156.45 
Doe from the Sjate for State aid 264.35 


Due from the town of Springfield, ‘or the County 
of Sulllivan, forthe support of Henry Richard- 


son, 94.88 
$515-68 
Leaving a balance against the town of 8275.01, 


Which is respectfully submitted 
RUEL DURKEE; Selectmen 
WILLIAM W. HALL, of 
ELIAS POWERS, Croydon, 


TABLE OF SCHoOoLls. 


$18 2 E egies 4 >z!l 
2(3 . g Sl|Elell el - 28] 2 
“\"5 eH siz|Blez| sce) & 
AIS % ale Cles | Suet s 
be fhe : S/ElEIS Ele ea) & 
2 |e Z Siete lZsle wsl S 
1} 1 | Miss Celinda Barton, 71213) 2) 21 2 |$12.00 
2 | Miss Celinda Barton, 7|22)25] 93-1 17 3 | 20.00 
2} 1 | Mrs. Mary P. Gardiner, 10,50}56} 2 | 40 | 2 | 20.00 
2 | Miss Susan G. Johnson, 9/38/41; 2 | 3 2 | 24.00 
2 | Mrs. Mary P. Gardiner, 9/24/28] 3.) 21 3 
3| 3 | Miss Abbie J. Frenck, 9) 23/28} 2122] 2 | 14,00 
21 Miss Mary E. Sleeper, 6/22/24; 2117 | 2 
4} 1 | Miss Martha M. Bean, 8} 810 11) 2 1°1400 
2 Miss Vesta E. Huutress, 10} i0 11, 18 1 | 12.00 
5} 1 | Miss Clara A, Howard, 10;)18 19; 24) 32 2 | 
2 | Miss Isabel S. Sanders, Di of ] . 
.2 | Miss Laura H. Fisher, 5/22 23; 7 | 33 2 | 22.00 
6} 1! Miss Edna A. Rawson, 416 7j 4 {| 14.10.00 
| 21 Miss Jennie E. Howard, Holy]12} “A | 77 2 | 14.00 
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REPORT OF SUPERINTEN DING SCHOOL COMMITTEE, 


The time has arrived when in compliance with law it becomes my duty, as your 
committee, to render a report of my doings, and the condition of your schools. 

But in the first place, I wish to call your attention for a few moments to the claims 
of our schools. It is the duty of every citizen to de all in his power towards 
maintaining a good public school in his neighborhood. H2 should endeavor to 
make it as good as possible. Such a school will be for his benefit; although he 
may have no children to be educated. Inevery community there are those that 
appreciate the value of a good school. Such persons are apt, after some discc urag- 
ing ‘efforts to have the district school good enough for their children, to send them 
off—reluctantly though it may be—to some private schoolor academy. Thatis not 
acommendable practice. It is better to have all our children meet on the same 
level in our public schools; the only qualification for membership being neatness 
and good behaviour. Children that are well trained at home, are seldom seriously 
injured in such a school. At least, these is far more danger in schools where the 
children are away from the influence of home. 

The teacher should be a person ofan untarnished character, that he may possess 
a moral power. Such a power is the principal element in right government; for 


a man whose only tact in managing a school is the exercise of brute force is not fit 
to have the care of children. He does not possess the requisite moral influence to 
ensure success. Nor is aman who cannot govern hisown temper, to be entrusted 
with a school. For it is certain that if he cannot govern himself, he cannot govern 
others. It is far better to place a school in charge of a gentle, but energetic female, 
than in hanus of such a man. 


Great learning in a teacher is not so desirable, as good general knowledge and 
great accuracy. His language should be correct, and his pronunciation faultless.— 
He should be a perfect master of the branches required in the statute, such as read- 
ing, spelling, writing, arithmetic, English grammar, and geography, and he should 
likewise possess good executive aLility, including aptness to teach. If with the 
foregoing qualifications, he Joves his pupils and toves his employment, he will be a 
good teacher, although he may never have soared among the higher branches. 

For the first time in the annals of the town, have your schools, both summer and 
winter, been taught exclusively by females. Twenty years ago it was believed 
that a female could not manage a winter school successfully. But that delusion 
has been dispelled; for ithas been found on trial that females can manage our 
schools equally as well as the other sex, especially in the smaller districts. And it 
has been found profitable to employ Jady teachers in our village schools even, ra- 
ther than to accept the services of such teachers of the other sex. as presented them- 
setves. And inthe matter of economy our prudential committee acted wisely in so 
doing; for first class female teachers can generally be obtained for a less compensa- 
tion than males of asimilar grade. But notwithstanding the economy practiced, 
your schools, the past year, have been shorter than usual; and a want of funds has 
been the cause. For, while the wages of teachers and the other expenses of educa- 
tion have greatly increased within a few years, the amount of school money, instead 
of being inmeased at a corresponding rate, has from various causes, been actually 
diminished about sixty dollars. 

The tollowing temarks and the table will exhibit the progress and standing of 
each school: . 

DISTRICT No.1. Both the Summer and Winter terms were taught by Miss 
Celinda Barton. Miss Barton is a successful teacher. I visited this sehool five 
times—found the order good, the scholars respectful, and their advancement in the 
several studies commendable. The parents were present at the several examina- 
tions, and fully sustained the school. 

DISTRICT No.2. The Summerterm and the Winter term of the principal de- 
partment were taught by Mrs. Mary P. Gardner. Ialso visited this school five 
times, The Summer term was a decided success, both in advancement and deport- 
ment, Parents were present at the closing oxamination; the house was tastefully 


decorated, and everything as it should be. The Winter term was also managed 
with equal tact and ability. -The young ladies and gentlemen behaved with periect 
propriety, and made good progress in the several branches taught. But it is the 
opinion of your committee that had parents more fully sustained the school, 
had they used greater exertions to impress the minds. of the  scho 
with the importance of giving their undivided attention to the school during 
term and of discarding everything else of minor importance, more advaneer 
would have been made, and they would have done what they ought towards m 
ing our schools what they should be. The Juvenile Department was taught 
Miss Susan G. Johnson. Miss Johnson is an experienced teacher and mana 
her school successfully. I visited this school twice and found every thing 
At the closing examination her pupils presented her with a valuable book asa testi- 
monial of their regard. A number of parents were present at the close, and ex- 
:essed much satisfaction with the school. 

DISTRICT No. 3. The Summer term of this school was taught by Miss Abbie 
J, French. I visited this school twice; and although I found the teacher posse sing 
many admirable qualifications for teaching, yet, in the opinion of your. committee 
she lacked somewhat of that energy which it is necessary that a teacher should 
possess in order to manage a schoolto the best advantage. The pupils were re- 
spectful and obedient; the order, good; and the progress in ihe several branches 
taught, fair. At the closing examination the house was tastefully decorated, a 
few of the parents were present, and all concerncd had an interesting and profita 
ble time. The Winter term was taught by Miss Mary EH. Sleeper. T visited ‘it 
twice, found the discipline of the first order, the manner of teaching correet, and 
efiicient, and the advancement all that could be expected in the short space of six 
weeks. ; 

DISTRICT No. 4. TheSummer term taught by Miss Martha M. Bean. On 
visiting it at the commencement of the school, I enjoined upon the teacher the ne- 
cessity of giving more attention to spelling. This exercise has evidently been too 
much neglected in this sohcol, as well as in most others. At the close I was pleased ' 
to find that they had advanced well in this respect. The general advancement, so — 
far as vour committee could judge, was fair. But no parents were in at the com- 
mencement of the school, or at its close,to encourage the teacher. The Winter 
term was under the management of Miss Vesta EH. Huntress. At my first and on- 
ly visit { found an able teacher, ready to appreciate any suggestions of your com- 

» mittee, and willing to carry it intoeffect. As the school closed some days before 
the time expected, on account of the ill health of theteacher,I did not visit it a 
second time. But I learn that it was a popularand profitable term. 

DISTRICT No. 5. The Summer term wastaught by Miss Clara A. Howard. 
Miss Howard is an active, energetic teacher, and is admirablv caleulated to win the 
affections of her pupils. At the closing examination it appeared that a good de- 
gree of advancement had been made—all, perhaps.that could. be expected. The 
deportment of the schoo! was of the first order. The beautiful decoration of the 
school-room, togethe: with the presence of parents who manifested a deep interest 
in the exercises, rendered the occasion both pleasing and profitable to all concerned. 
The Winter term was commenced by Miss Isabel 8. Flanders, who appeared well 
in the school-room, and promised fair to be a successful teacher. But owing to ill 
health, she was obliged to abandon the school. Miss Laura Fisher kept out the 
term. The term appeared to be a successful one, from beginning to end. The ex- 
ercises at the close were very interesting and instructive. Compositions of ability 
were admirably read; while the exercises in speaking and singing were highly 
creditable to teacher and scholars. A decided improvement in reading and spelling: 
was manifest; and so wasa good degree of improvement in all the branches taught. 
In the opinion of your committee, this school stands “‘Yumber one’ in moral de- 
portment. Parents were present at the three several times of visiting this school. 

DISTRICT NO 6. The Summer term was taught by Miss Edna A. Rawson. 
It was her first school. hen I visited the school, it appeared well, the teacher 
appearing prompt and efficient. Report says that it was a successful school. It 
closed prematurely and without my knowledge. The Winter term was kept by 
Miss Jennie E. Howard. Miss Howard is young and inexperienced in regard to 
managing schools. She is a correct teacher; and so faras your committee could. 
judge, the school made fair improvement for the time. The order of the. school 
was not what it should be. No parents were present at either examination. Per- 
“haps this fact may account, in part at least, for the standing of the school. 

, Did LEMUEL P. COOPER. 


